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An Earneſt Exhortation to Chriſtian Profeſſors, 
Nor To FORSAKE -THE ASSEMBLING OF 
THEMSBLVES TOGETHER ; but to be faithful 
and diligent in the Diſcharge of all the per- 
ſonal and relative Duties they owe 10. cht 


"Divins InsTITUTION in the Churches they | 
reſpectively belong to; Ds 
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n. Led our Gad made g Breach e 
we ſought him not after the due Order. 1 Chr. 1. 
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T is juſtly lamented by the Faithful in our 
Days, that Godlineſs, and conſequently 
the Glory of. the Churches in theſe Na- 
tions, is daily decaying! Melancholy 
= By Profpe& indeed, eſpecially as it regards the-ri- 
fing Generation. However, let not thoſe wha... 
fear the Lord be diſcouraged, or give up their 
Hopes' of a Recovery. The Eye of God is 
upon all things; and with him all things are 
poſſible. He is able, and will in his Time re 
vive our dry Bones; as with him is the Reſiduee 
of the Spirit; and as in all Ages he hath been Ds J 
the Hope of Iſrael, and the Saviour thereof in 
5 the Day of Trouble. In the mean Time, it 
| becomes them to exert themſelves in the Uſe-of A 

all appointed Means, waiting in Hope to ſee 

what God will do, ; 
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_ dinance for Relief in all Circumſtances of Diſ- 
c treſs, whether publick or private. Bleſſed be 
* God, this is not wholly laid aſide; thok the 
Truth is, by” many Profeſſors it is too viſibly 
neglected: But to our Supplicationa at the 

Throne of Grace, it is expedient we ſhould 

join a cloſe and ithpartia] Examination into the 

8 Cauſe of this ſad e Without che ad 
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Recovery. © 
The Sins of the Multitude, in our 3 

Nation, are ſo very grie vous, and fo juſt a 

Cauſe: of Humiliation ard Sorrow, that not to 

be deeply affected with it would. argue an In- 

ſenſibility unworthy the Character of the Pe. 

VB ple of God. But it is not ſufficient, that W 

3 | bewail the Aboundings of -Infidelity and Pro- 

1 phaneneſs among the Common People. When 

che Inhabitants of a Place, where the Light of 

Kevelation ſhines, grow bold in Vice and Im- 

piety, they often become an Occaſion of Trou- 

Ec ble ro the Churches of Chriſt by infecting ſome 

3 77M * of their Members. And the: greateſt Injury to 

EF theſe religious Communities ariſes from the looſe 

and diſorderly Conduct of ſome who. have a 

Name among the Saints, but who, notwith- 

ſtanding all their ſacred Engagements, make no : 

Canſcience to diſcharge the. Dates of the Pro- 
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the Ghurches of Ehrift,. Ce. 3 
Now, I apprehend, Perſons in ſuch a; Rels- 
tion can indulge no Diſorder more prejudicial to 
the Welfare of Ziq, nor, indeed, to themſelves. 
than that of a wilful and allowed Omiſſion of 
Attendance in the appointed Aſſemblies of the 
Cburches to Which they belong. And that this, 
great Blame lies upon many Profeſſors in our 
Days is 00 pbyieus, to be denied; Tbey are 
many, who offend this Way 5 and their Advo- 
catas are not a feẽu 
ſpect are come to ſuch a Paſs, that ta condemn. 
a Practice ſo deſtructive of Goſpel-Ordexs, = 
of all the bleſſed. Privileges deſigned by that 
gracious Inſtitution, the Fe of the Sainks, 
is:t0 hazard the Eſteem, and expoſe one's ſolf 
to the Anger and Scorn of ſome, from whom 


a different Treatment might reaſonably be ch. 


pected. Nevertheleſs, as I look on this un- 
warrantable Conduct to be one prineipal. Cauſe 
of the m elancholy Peclenſions ſo univerſally 
complained of in che Churches, 1 ſhall here ate 
tempt a brief Repreſentation of it, entreatiz 

the Reader's unprejudiced Attention to . 
offer; which, I hope, flows from a diſinte: 
reſted Concern for the Honour of the Redeemer, 
the Proſperity of his Churches, and the Com: 
we of all thoſe . ws love þ him in Sincerity ar 


Our Lord and — in 1 his Wiſdom 24 1 


cares, hath ordained the Fellowſhip of his 
B 2 Diſc 


And things in this Re. | 
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BS 4 halt Addreſs to t 
| Diſciples for the magnifying his Kingly Office, 
and for their common Edification : For which 
great and glorious Ends all his * 
are, without Diſpute, excellently adapted.” 

_ 'T perſuade myſelf, that * 'F 
make this Addreſs, are ſuch Strangers to the 
| Kingdom of Chriſt, as not to underſtand and be-/ 

heve, that his catholic viſible Church upon 

Earth is conſfituted of particular Societies, de- 
nominated Churches in Sacred Writ. Such 
were the Churches in Fudea and Galatia, and 
the ſeven Churches in Afia. And nothing can 
be © more obvious than that theſe particular 
Churches are compoſed of individual Perſons; 
who have given themſelves up to, and enga- 


©:  ged with each other, by the Will of the Lord, 


to walk I in all his Wenne blame. | 
leſs. e en * 
Saints, thus GIN ia a Churck⸗Sute, 
Sid duly organized with a Paſtor and Deacons 
'whom they, having been graciouſly directed to, 
ave freely choſen, and ſolemnly ſet apart to 
Office) muſt neceſſarily have frequent and ſta- 
ted Aſſemblies for the Exerciſe of the ſeveral 
Duties they owe to each other, in order to the 
Edification of the whole Body ; ſuch as Joint- 
Prayer, the Miniftration of the Word, and 
other Ordinances; the Maintaining of Diſcipline, 
the Contributing to the Support of the Miniſtry 
and the Relief of the Poor, and for other Fruits 
1 | eg of 


of Love: In a Word, for the Diſcharge of all 


the Duties, and the Enjoyment of all the Pri- 
vileges, of the Houſe of God. 


Perſons, thus united, ſtand in af, peck Rela. 


tion, and are under a ſpecial Obligation to each 


other in che Lord; a Relation and Obligation 


peculiar to themſelves, and diſtinct from, tho 
in no | wiſe deſtructive of, their Relation and 


Obligation to every other Church and par- 


ticular Believer. This ſpecial Relation in par- 


ticular Church-Communion, as it is rational and 


neceflary, ſo it is no leſs plainly. revealed. See 
1 Cor. xii. 27. compared with Rom. xii. g 
Now ye are the Body of Cbriſt, and Members in 
particular. So we being many are one Body in 
Chriſt, and every one Members one of another. 
Which Paſſages, conſidered with their neigh- 
bouring Verſes, are, I apprehend, a ſufficient. 


Proof of it. Many others might be mentioned; 
but, for the Sake of Brevity, I omit them. 
From this ſpecial Relation ariſeth an Obliga- 
tion, which lies on every Church-Member, to va- 
rious Duties which he oweth the Body, namely, 
the Church and each particular Member of it; 
which it becomes him diligently and faithfully 
to diſcharge z and in the Diſcharge of which he 
may be aſſured of a Bleſſing, and to obtain great 
Honour when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear; 
who will graciouſly account every thing his 
People do for each other, at his Direction, and 
Reel 3 . 
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E nmble Addreſs to 
Diſciples for the magnifying his Kingly Office, 
and for their common Edification : ' For which 
great and glorious Ends all his Inſtitutions 
are, without Diſpute, excellently adapted.” 
I éperſuade myſelf, that none, to — | F 
make this Addreſs, are ſuch Strangers to the 
Kingdom: of Chriſt; as not to underſtand and be- 
lieve, that his catholic viſible Church upon 
Earth is conſtituted of particular Societies, de- 
nominated Churches in Sacred Writ. Such 
were the Churches in Judea and Galatia, and 
the ſeven Churches in Afia. And nothing can 
be © more obvious than that theſe particular 
Churches are compoſed of individual Perſons; 

who have given themſelves up to, and enga- 
ged with each other, by the Will of the Lord, 

to walk r in * 'his rr e blame- 
leſs. e een 

Saints, thus incorporated b a | Church:Stavs; 
4d duly organized with a Paſtor and Deacons 

(whom they, having been graciouſly directed to, 

ave freely choſen, and ſolemnly ſet apart to 
Office) muſt neceſſarily have frequent and ſta- 
ted Aſſemblies for the Exerciſe of the ſeveral 
Duties they owe to each other, in order to the 
Edification of the whole Body ; ſuch as Joint- 
Prayer, the Miniftration of the Word, and 
other Ordinances; the Maintaining of Diſcipline, 
the Contributing to the Support of the Miniſtry 
and the Relief of the Poor, and for other Fruits 


of 
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of Love: In a Word, for the Diſcharge of all 


the Duties, and the Enjoyment of all the Fu- 


vileges, of the Houſe of God. 


' Perſons, thus united, ſtand in a ſpecial Rela- 
tion, and are under a ſpecial Obligation to each 


other in the Lord; a Relation and Obligation 


peculiar to themſelves, and diſtinct from, 1 
in no viſe deſtructive of, their Relation and 


Obligation to every other Church and par- 


ticular Believer. This ſpecial Relation in par- 


ticular Church-Communion, as it is rational and 


neceflary, ſo it is no leſs plainly revealed. See 
1 Cor. xii. 27. compared with Nom. xii. 3 
Now ye are the Body of Cbriſt, and Members in 
particular. So we being many are one Body in 
Chriſt, and every one Members one of another. , 
Which Paſſages, conſidered with their neigh- 
bouring Verſes, are, I apprehend, a ſufficient. 


Proof of it. Many others might be mentioned; 

but, for the Sake of Brevity, I omit them. 

From this ſpecial Relation ariſeth an Obliga- 
iow which lies on every Church-Member, to va- 
rious Duties which he oweth the Body, namely, 
the Church and each particular Member of it; 
which it becomes him diligently and faithfully 
to diſcharge; and in the Diſcharge of which he 
may be aſſured of a Bleſſing, and to obtain great 


Honour when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear; 


who will graciouſly account every thing his 
rt do for each other, at his Dirrction, and 
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Now who. pd, ſee; * io order to ears - 
ry this glorĩdus Deſign, into Execution, it is 
requiſite the People of God, thus incorporated, 
ſhavld know and love each other, and be in 
Neceſſities and Temptations. As in the natu- 
ral, ſo in the ſpiritual Body, the Wiſdom and 
Grace of the great Architect are abundantly con- 
ſpicuous. He hath ſo conſtituted the Body, that 
the Members ſhould have the ſame Care one for: 
another. 1 Cor. xi. 5. Now this Love 
plainly comprehends a mutual Coneern and En- 
deavour in every Member, according to his Sta- 
tion and Capacity in the Body, that each Fellow] 
Member ſhould be in a comfortable, honourable. 
ant uſeful Way in the Houſe of God, and per- 
ſevere to Eternal Life. This Obligation eleathy 
ſhews the Neceſſity - of Acquaintance with and 
Affection for one another; it being impoſſible 
to exerciſe ſuch Love and Care for Perſons und 
known, and for thoſe for whom we have no- 
Eſteem or Concern. This is farther evident 
from the many particular Duties enjoined, in 
Order to the Exerciſe of this mutual Love and 
\ Care; ſuch as bearing one another's Burthens, 
| 2 Honour preferring one another, watching over 
eech other, admoniſhing upon Errors com- 


mitted, and reſtoring, in a Spirit of Meeknefs; 
thoſe, 


— 
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the Churches Chriſt, &c, 5 
thoſe, on their Repentance, who have been over- 
talgen z finally, contributing in equal P 
according to their different Circumſtanges and 
Capacities, to the common Charge and Pains ne- 
cefſary for the Support of the Church, and the 
Relief of thoſe who are related to it: Theſe 
Duties, and others of the like Nature, are ap- 
pointed for, and neceſſary to, Church - Fellowſhip. 
But muſt not every one allow, that theſe Things 
are impracticable without perſonal A 
and ſincere Affection. 

This being the State of the Caſe, is it doc ul 
great Importance, that the Members of a 
Church be conſcientious and diligent to keep up 
an Attendance on all her Aſſemblies, whether 
publick or private? Frequent. Interviews are 
abſalutely neceſſary to the promoting of perſonal 
Knowledge and Affection; for it is impoſlible, 
that intimate Acquaintance ſhould be maintained, 
where Perſons rarely come together, and are 
backward to converſe with each other. And 
whois ſo ignorant as not to know, that ſuch 
Conduct naturally brings on greater Degrees of 
Coldneſs, and ſo gradually, but too effectually, 
alienates the Affections of thoſe who ſtand in any 
Relation to each other. And thus that Rela- 
tion becomes formal and uſeleſs. When Mem- 
bers of Churches, therefore, forſake the Aſſem- 
bling of themſelves together, as the Manner of 
_ is, they forſake the natural and neceſſary. 

4 Means 
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Means 1 that Knowledge and Love without 
which all Opportunities and Springs of Action 
are laſt, and the End of Chriſt, in this Inſtitu- 
tion of particular Church-Fellowſhip,' is defeated, 
The Danger of theſe fatal Omiſſions lies 
chiefly among Profeſſors who are ſtationed by 
Providence where two or more Churches are 
near to each other; and it encreaſes according to 
the Number of theſe Churches. Temptations 
of this Sort are, therefore, very numerous in 
and about this great Metropolis: To the Pro- 
feſſors reſiding in which, who are at this Day ſo 
numerouſly and notoriouſly fallen into and cap- 
tivated by theſe Temptations, I would addreſs 
myſelf in a particular Manner. And as I am 
perſuaded, that many, if not moſt of theſe 
unhappy Offenders, are inſenſible of the Dan- 
gers that threaten them, I am not without 


Hopes, that this Addreſs will prevail for the 
Reclaiming of ſome. 


Let not any, on this Occafidn, entertain a 
Prejudice againſt me, under an Apprehenſion, 
that I take upon me to cenſure every Church- 
Member who is not always preſent, when the 
Church to which he belongs is gather'd together. 
I am ſenſible of the Variety of Events and Oc- 
currences that from Time to Time break in 
upon Profeſſors, and neceſſarily interrupt and 
hinder their Attendance. It would 'be very 


weak and uncharitable not to remember the 
bodily 


the Churches of Chriſt, Cc. 9 
bodily Infirmities, the Turns and Events of 
Life, and many other Things that fall out in 
every Station, and from Time to Time inter- 
rupt Chriſtians in this Privilege and Duty. The 
Practice condemned is an allowed Neglect of 
Church - Aſſemblies through Sloth, Caprice, 
Love of the World, or any other carnal or de- 
luſive Motive, whereby the Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt are rendered fruitleſs; a Neglect which, 
I will venture to ſay, is no other than a Breach 
of Fellowſhip. It is not only what every Of- 
fender in this Kind ought to be aſharned of, 
but a Crime for which he may juſtly ſtand in 
Fear of the Diſpleaſure of his Lord and Maſter, 
the King of Saints. As a Means of Conviction, 
I entreat thoſe, who are fallen into this unrea- 
ſonable and deſtructive Conduct, ſeriouſly to 
conſider the Conſequences I ſhall now ſet down 
as naturally attending it. 

By this Negle& one main Deſign of a Stand- 
ing Miniſtry of the Word is ſubverted, or ren- 
dered in a great Meaſure fruitleſs; one great 
Buſineſs of a Goſpel-Miniſter, with reſpect 
to the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made him Overſeer, being to diſpenſe the Word, 
not in a formal Manner, or merely as a Syſtem 
of Doctrine, but as it may ſuit the Condition and 
Circumſtances of his People. On this Ground 
the Duty enjoined on him is Care over them, 
Converſe with them, and Attention to them, 
C to 


10 A humble Addreſs to 
the End that, ſeeing their Frames, and con- 
ſidering the various Temptations one or other 
of his Members, or the whole Body, is fallen 
into, he may bring a Word in Seaſon. A wiſe 
and faithful Miniſter is, therefore, careful to 
obſerve all the Diſpenſations of Providence and 
Grace which may affect the People under his 
Care: And when he difcerns and underſtands 
their particular Caſes, he is earneſt at the Throne 
of Grace, ſtudies the Scriptures, and endea- 
vours, by all the Means in his Power, to form 
his Diſcourſes for their Warning and Comfort. 
But in vain are all a Miniſter's Watchfulneſs, 
Prayer, Meditation and Labour in ſuch a View, 
if his People be inconſtant and carelefs in at- 
tending at the appointed Seafons of Miniſtra- 
tion. Affectionate and Painful Labourers in 
the Lord's Vineyard meet, in our Day, with 
many ſore and grievous Diſappointments of this 
Nature, through the Unſteadineſs of ſome who 
have choſen them for their Paſtors ; Diſap- 
pointments which, as they are in no wiſe pleaſ- 
ing to Chriſt, ſo are they highly detrimental to 
all who occaſion them: For it is not a little 
Guilt they contract, or a ſmall Provocation they 
give to the Lord, when, by their wilful or 
careleſs Neglects, they oppoſe and defeat the 


End of that Miniſtry he hath appointed and they 
haye choſen, 


NG 


- the Churches of Chriſt, Gc. 11 
Again, in Proportion to thoſe Neglects the 
— of the Church are hindered. One great 
Exerciſe, in a Church - State, is the Supplica- 
tion of the Saints, whereby they are to build 
up one another in their moſt holy Faith, This 
is appointed for the obtaining of every needful 
Bleſſing, and to the End the Members may have 
Communion with God and with one another. 
But this Service falls when ſuch Aſſemblies are 
forſaken. So that by this Means a Church be- 
comes defective in a principal Means of Edifi- 
cation. The Apoſtle compares the Church to 
a natural Body. Now as it is a Symptom of 
Declenſion and approaching Diſſolution when 
the natural Body wants Breath; ſo it is in the 
ſpiritual Body. .A Church is under threaten- 
ing Symptoms when her Prayers are obſtructed 
by the Negligence of her Members. Prayer is, 
as it were, the Breath of a Church. When this 
comes to be wanting, it ſoon becomes formal and 
lifeleſs. And a prayer-leſs C hurch is fitly re- 
ſembled to a breathleſs Corps. Yet a Reduc- 
tion to this fearful State is the natural Conſe- 
quence of forſaking the aſſembling ourſelves 
together. 

Moreover, by this Cuſtom the Diſcipline of 
God's Houſe is lackened, if not wholly ſub- 
verted. The due Exerciſe of Diſcipline. ; is of 
great Importance to the Preſervation, Purity. 
Wengen and Fruitfulneſs of a Church; as the 

C 2 * 
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Scriptures and Reaſon abundantly ſhew; Now 


this Exerciſe, as you to whom J addreſs my ſelf 
acknowledge, lies in the general Body: As 


the Puniſhment of the inceſtuous Perſon at Co- 


rintb was inflicted by many z i. e. by the Mem- 


bers of the Church; who were directed by the 
Apoſtle to gather together, in order to put away 
that wicked Perſon. You allow it to be in- 
cumbent on a Church of Chriſt to Warn, Cen- 


ſure and Reſtore: She is to hear and judge 
in Caſes of Difference between her Members, 
when applied to according to Goſpel-Rule : She 


is to be ſatisfied in the Experience and Meet- 


| neſs of thoſe who offer themſelves for Commu- 


nion with her, and to receive into or reject 
Perſons from her Fellowſhip according to the 
Word of Chriſt. But how can theſe Things 
be done by a Church, if her Members ſtraggle 
away from one another, and make no Conſcience 

to be found together at her appointed Aſſem- 
blies. By what other Way are theſe Things 
to be done? When the Generality of Perſons 

in Communion forſake the Aſſemblies, it tends 
to bring every Act of Diſcipline into Contempt. 
And it is too often ſeen, that Offenders, being 
left of God, take Occaſion, from the ſmall Ap- 
pearance of a Church, to harden themſelves 
againſt her Proceedings. Nay, the Truth is, when 
dach a Practice becomes general, the Execution of 
Diſcipline becomes utterly impracticable. He 
muſt * 


the Churches of Chriſt, &c. 13 
muſt be blind indeed, who cannot ſee, that theſe 
fatal Conſequences naturally follow an Indul- 
gence of the great Evil againſt which I am 
writing. 5 6d 

Another injurious Effect of omitting this Re- 
lative Duty, is, that by this Means the Ex- 
pence of a Church-State becomes unequal and 
burthenſome. The Apoſtle is very expreſs, 
that in this Point there ſhould be an Equality, 
2 Cor. viii. 13. 14. Chriſt intends noty that 
ſome Members ſhould be caſed, and others 
burthened ; But this is the Conſequence of ne- 
glecting Church Aſſemblies; particularly ſo far 
as the Contributions are made by ſtated Col- 
lections; an ancient Cuſtom for ſupplying the 
Poor. Theſe Contributions cannot be equal, 
unleſs there be a ſteady Attendance on all Church- 
Aſſemblies. Through. a Neglect of this At- 
tendance the Poor at this Day are indeed poorly 
provided for; or occaſional Hearers perform, 
in this Reſpe&, the Duty of Church-Members, 
to the Shame of thoſe who ſtand in that Relation: 
and do not; or elſe a few faithful Members are 
burthened with Expence, to make up the De- 
ficiency occaſioned by their diſorderly Brethren. 
*Tis true, the Members thus aggrieved ſhall 
not loſe their Reward : But thoſe who, by. 
their Negligence, lay the Burthen upon them, 
would do well to conſider how they will anſwer 
it at the Day of Account. Some Profeſſors are 
- ' 


I14 A bumble Addreſs is 
ſo deeply in Debt to the Church of Chriſt and 
his Poor on this Article, that it is highly pro- 
babld they will never be able to get out of it. 1 
have, indeed, known ſome conſcientiouſly ſup- 
plyia Deficiency, which” an occaſional Abſence 
hath obliged them to make, by an Addition to 
their next Contribution, or ſame ather Way. 
But Inftances of this Nature are ſurely rare a- 
mong f ſuch as wilfully omit their Duty. Would 
to Gods a Senſe df the Deficiencies they have 
made may engage them to a Conſtancy in their 
Duty for the Time to come, and prevent the 
faither | Enhancement of a Score ſo. n 
Uicir Relation and Character. ; 

T diſorderly Conduct is likewiſe a fatal Bar 
td:the:Increaſe of Gifts and Graces in the Mem- 
bets:of 'a Church, and likewiſe to the Increaſe 
of the Church itſelf. For who that hath any 
Concern for the Honour of Chriſt; or any Care 
for his on Comfort and Advantage, can be per- 
ſuaded to enter into Fellowſhip with a Commu- 
nity. i which there is ſcaroe any Opportunity for 
the Diſcharge of thaſe Duties, on the Perfor- 
malice. of which the manif eſtative Glory of the 
Redeemer and the Benefits of Communion de. 
pend? And how can thoſe, who- thus abandon 
the Order of Chriſt's Haule, expect he will pour 
out his Spirit upon them, or add to their Num- 
ber of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. _ 

Nor is there a more melancholy Gankiders 
tion than this, that when thoſe who call Chriſt 
| Lord, 
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Lord, Lord, thus 6penly and conſtantly ne. 
glect his Commands. they harden 3 ho 


Infidelity. 

When Men; who are Strangers to the Fear of 
God, ſee thoſe, who profeſs a Regard for | 
Chriſt and his Ordinances, neglect and diſregard 
the plain and poſitive Inſtitutions of his Houſe, 

and the neceflary Means of ſupporting it, they 
are eaſily led to conclude, that all this Profeffion 
is only Grimace; the Effect of Craft and Policy 


for the World on the Side of thoſe who make it 


not good. and of downtight "Enthuſiaſt on the 
Side of thoſe who do; and that there 1 15 nothing 
in that religious Regard to Chriſt as their King, 
and to one another as Members of the ſame 
Church, which they talk of. th, | 


But farther, young Converts, when, they ſee 


Profeſſors walk after this looſe Manner, are 


heavily and ſorely diſcouraged: For, upon this 
Appearance of Things, they are confounded 
and fall into many Temptations and Diſtreſſes, 
as might eaſily be ſhewn, and as they, who 
know any thing of the tender State of ſuch 
Perſons, may eaſily conceive. It is very af-' 
fecting to. a ſerious Mind to conſider the ill 
Effect which this Diſorder of Church-Members 
hath on ſuch Perſons. Thus, whether thoſe 
who view this Diſorder be in an obdurate Con- 
dition or under Conviction, Satan hath by this 
Means a great. Advantage againſt - them: A 

Conſi- 
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Conſideration that muſt. needs touch the Hearts 
of every Lover of Chriſt, and of the Souls of 
Men. It would, indeed, be endleſs to give a 
Detail of the dreadful Conſequences attending 
this Diſorder. For when all the proper and 
eſtabliſhed Means of Edification are thus laid 
aſide, ſuch Profeſſors being forſaken of the 
Lord, whom they have provoked by their Di. 
obedience, what can be expected but that Here - 
ſies and Licentiouſneſs ſhould prevail without 
Controul, there being nothing left to check the 
Impetuoſity of the Luſts of Men? What can 
be expected but that Hypocrites, Apoſtates, 
formal and diſorderly Profeſſors ſhould come in 
like a Flood, and ſweep away, as they often do, 
the Purity of Goſſ pel-Truth and godly Conver- 


ſation. | 
Bleſſed be God, Things are not yet come 


altogether to this Paſs among us. But is there 
not great Danger of it, when it becomes more 
and more cuſtomary for Profeſſors to forſake 
the aſſembling of themſelves together? Is not 
this a threatening Symptom upon us? And is it 


not hig 


h Time to be pion and faithful in 


Warning each other againſt it? 

Theſe things conſidered, who can Juſtify that 
Coldneſs and Indifference for, and that Neglect 
of attending Church-Aſſemblies, into which the 
Profeſſors of our Day are ſo univerſally fallen? 
Tis, ſurely, irrational and unnatural to indulge 
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a Habit by which we are continually ſhaking off 
the Homage and Obedience we owe our Sove- 
reign, and our Obligations to diſcharge. the 
known Duties we owe to thoſe to Whom we 
ſtand in a particular and ſpecial Relation; ; Du- 
ties which, if faithfully diſcharged, would al- 
ways have ſuch happy Conſequences and Effects 
for our ſelves. If this be apparent in the Rela- 
tion Men ſtand in to one another in F amilies, 
and in all Societies natural and civil, müſt i it not 
be ſo in the ſacred Society of a Church? For a 
Church is a Body Corporate, the Members of 
which: are in as real a Relation to each other, as 
the Members are of any other Corporation what - 
ever, and for much nobler Ends. Muſt not 
Perſons, then, be very criminal, or under great 
Deluſion, who indulge à Practice ſo evidently 
deſtructive of the Beauty, Strength and Pro- 
ſperity, and even the very Being, of the Churches 
to which they belong? A Practice by which the 
Redeemer is diſobeyed and offended, his Ho- 
nour ſullied in the Sight of Men, and his faith- 
ful Miniſters and People grieved, while Satan 
and all the Enemies of Chriſt and his Goſpel 
are gratified, inſult and triumph. 

It follows, chen, that all. Church. Members, 
whether rich or poor, whether of a longer or a 
ſhorter Standing; who are fallen into this per- 
verſe Habit of neglecting Church - Aſſemblies, 
are Enemies to the Chriſtian Societies to which 


D © they 


18 $1 34 ; bh 
they belong. and conſequently to the whole 
Church and Kingdom of Chriſt. This is vhat, 
I ſuppoſe, many, who habe given into this 
pernicious Practice, have not perceived: But, 
ſurely, every impartial Man will. after what 
hath been ſaid, allow: it to be the Truth. And 
1 heartily wiſh, that every ſtraggling Profeſſor 
would, for his own Sake, take it into ſerious 
| Conlideration : They are certainly as real Ene- 
mies to a Body Corporate, who occaſion the 
Declenſion or Diſſolutiop of it by a wilful Ne- 
glect of their Duty to it, as they who bring thoſe 
Evils upon it by direct Oppoſition and Vio- 
lence. And Experience ſhews, that the for- 
mer are more inſtrumental to the Rum of 2 
Church of Chriſt than the latter. In this View 
of Things, I need not ſay what Temper be- 
domes ſuch Profeſſors, nor what the Duty is 
the Churches owe them to which they belong. 
But this is certain, that if Chriſtian Aſſemblies 
be not duly kept up, that is, if the modern 
Practice of neglecting and forſaking them be 
not reformed, it will be vain and abſurd to hope 
to- fee the Churches of Chriſt in e 

Condition nn 
One would think, nothing eats induce Per- 
Ton s in the Exerciſe of Reiſon to argue againſt 
- their Endeavouring, as 'the Lord ſhall 'enable 
| them, to do all their Duty in all the Relations 
they ſtand in to others, but particularly in a 
EY Relation 
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Relation of the higheſt. Conſequence; and there 4 
is none higher than, this we are conſidering, 
To reaſon in Defence of a Practice which difa-. 
bles a Profeſſor from anſwering his Engagements 
to the Church he belongs to, what is it but to 
ſtand up againſt Common Senſe, Honeſty and 
Honour. If Truth and Faithfulneſs be not 
found in the Houſe of God, and in the mutual 
Engagements of Chriſtians to maintain the Ho- 
nour of the Redeemer, and promote the Salva-. 
tion of Souls, where may we hope to find it upon 
Earth? And yet ſo it is, that many now-a-days 
not only violate their Vows, to God and one ano- 
ther by the Diſorder complained of, but ſome a- 
mong them are ſo hardy as to ſtand up in Defence 
of it. It is requiſite, therefore, to examine what 
they ſay for themſelves, and what they urge 
againſt the Obligation that lies on them to do a2 
plain and neceſſary Duty. | 
They who take Occaſion from their affluent. 
Circumfiances to live at a Diſtance . from the 
* Churches they belong to, and on that Account. 
neglect their Aſſemblies (a Practice too common 
in our Days) would do well to conſider, bow. 
they will anſwer for this Conduct. A conſtant 
and allowed Omiſſion of the Ordinance of the 
Redeemer, for the Sake of an agreeable Situation, 
in the World, and the Enjoyments and Grati- 
fications attending, it, is ſurely very unbecom- | 
ing the Character of thoſe who profeſs to be ri. 
. 2 | ſen ; 
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ſen with Chriſt, and to be crucified to the 
World with its Affections and Luſts. It is a- 
mazing, that any ſhould imagine, as ſome ſeem 
to do, that the Goodneſs of the Lord to them 
in the Kingdom of his Providence, exempts 
them from their Duty to him as King of Saints. 
FX moſt of thoſe, who ate thus at Eaſe in Zion, 

apprehend, are ſo taken up with their worldly 
Delights and Amuſements as to allow themſelves 
little or no, Leiſure for Reflections of this Na- 
ture. Certain it is, they are not a little tempted 
to put away ſuch Thoughts far from them. O 
that ſuch Profeſſors were awakened out of their 
Sleep, to live more like thoſe who are looking 
for the bleſſed Hope and the glorious Appear- 
ance of Jeſus Chriſt. How melancholy is it to 
ſee, as we do at this Day, many, who, by their 
Example and Talents, might become a Credit 
and Advantage to the Churches of Chtiſt, ſo 
given up to the Gratifications and Amuſements 
of Senſe, as to become not only a Stumbling- 
Block and Grief to their Brethren, but a Har- 
dening likewife | to the unbelieving World about 
chem. 

I ſhall paſs over a Nu mber of private Excuſes 
too commonly made by Profeſſors on the 
Ground of their ſpecial Affairs. The Lord 
knows, and will hereafter make known, every 
ſecret Indulgence of the Fleſh to the Prejudice 
of his manifeſtative Glory. My Buſineſs ſhall 
be to make ſome Reply to the popular Argu- 
ments 
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ments that are brought to Juſtify the Orniſfion 
of this important Duty. 

And here I am ſorry to obſerve, mw 648 
are not wanting ſome, who pretend they ſee no 
Need of their Attendance at Church-Aſſemblies, 
and inſinuate, that private Intereſt is the Mo- 
tive of the Minifter*s Zeal in calling on them to 
fill up their Places. But the Number of theſe, I 
truſt, is but ſmall. 

*Tis, doubtleſs, for the Credit and Comfort 
of a Miniſter, that the People under his Care be 
ſtedfaſt in the Order of the Goſpel. It muſt. 
likewiſe © he acknowledged, that the conftant 
Attendance of the Members of a'Church would 
be a good Means for uniting their Hearts 
in Favour of their Miniſter; 'and lay a good 
Ground for his reaping one 'Fruit 'of his La- 
bour, But can any good Reaſon be aſſigned 
why a Profeſſor ſhould grudge that Support and 
Encouragement which 'the Lord hath thought 
neceſſary for his faithful Labourers ? 2 

"However, nothing can be more vreckdinathc 
than this Inſinuation. Does the Miniſter plead - 
for any other Obedience and 'Conftancy "han 
what Chriſt and their relative Obligations re- 
quire ? If he does fo, let it be ſhewn, and his Re- 
proofs for Negligence will ſoon be at an End. 
If it be not fo, Perſons would do well to con- 
ſider whoſe Will they oppofe. I deny not but 
there have been Men, under the Character of 

Goſpel- 
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Goſpel-Miniſters, who, have appeared to be of 
a ſelfiſh, covetous Spirit. But to faſten ſuch, 
an Imputation on Miniſters without ſufficient 
Enidence, or to put ſuch a Conſtruction on their 
earneſt Exhortations to a plain Duty, is it not 
pPerverſe, indecent and uncharitable ? A 
It js to be feared, ſome are too much diſpo- 
ſed to look on their Miniſters with Contempt, 


| inſtead of holding them in ſuch Repuration and 


high Eſteem, for their Work's Sake, as the 
Scriptures direct. Why, elſe, are they diſpoſed 
to treat them, as often they do, with Coldneſs 
and Indifference? A bad or mean Opinion of 
a Miniſter i is, to the Perſon who entertains it, 


| almoſt an inſuperable Objection againſt his Mi- 


niſtry, and muſt of Neceſſity greatly. indiſpoſe 


Aa Man | for receiving any Comfort or Advantage 


from it. But as they, who conſult their own 
Edibication, . will guard againſt this Evil; fo to 
others, who give into it, I ſhall only * that 
it behoves them to lock well, that they have juſt 
Grounds for the Imputations they faſten on their 
Miniſters, or the ill Sentiments they entertain 
of them, leſt they be found Deſpiſers of him 
whoſe Servants they are. But I ſtay no longer 


on ſo diſagreeable a Matter. 


Others plead their Chriſtian Liberty. A 


Church, ſay they, is no Priſon; and, therefore, 
they will not confine themſelves to a conſtant 
— with any Chriſtian Community. 

Strange 


. * 
* . / 
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Strange Language from thoſe who have; in the 
Sight of God, Angels and Men, given them- 
ſelves tip, in a ſpecial Relation, to the Churches 
they reſpectively belong to. In anftrer to tus, 
1 fay likewiſe, that a Church of Chtiſt is tio 
Priſon; no, it is rather to be regarded as a 
Palace, a ſpiritual Palace, not only on Account 
of the divine Pleaſures and Privileges to be 
enjoyed in it, but as it is the Habitation of the 
King of Saints and Glory, where he oſten m- 
nifeſts his gracious Preſenee to thoſe that love 
him. A Priſon is a Place of Conſinement and 
Diſgrace, in which Perſons are detained againſt 
their Will: But it is an Honour to have a Name 
and a Place in the Houſe of God; an Honour 
of which his faithful People are ſo ſenſible; that 
it lays them under all the Conſtraints of Dury: 
and Love. And none are compelled 
their Will. So far from i it, that, I apprehend, 


Willingneſs of Mind is a neceſſary Qualification. 
for Church-Memberſhip. For he, WhO diſcerns 


the Heart, accepts of nothing ſhort of à Free- 
Will-Offering from thoſe who pretend to Wor- 
ſhip him. And, indeed, that Declaration of'a 
willing Mind, made by all who enter into this 
Relation, is an Aggravation of their wilful ne 
order. a . 39 I18 Ni- 3 38: 
Beſides, the Door is open for erh Sb. 
Member, on any ſufficient Cauſe, * rene ve 
ede 22 10 n Hi 
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which renders every Neglect of Duty 1 in it ut- 
terly inexcuſable. . Perſons, indeed, ſhould take 
Heed of wavering in their Proſeſſion, and of 
abuſing this Liberty to the gratifying of Hu- 
mour and Paſſion. But while they act as thoſe 
whoſe Wills are ſanctified and reſolved into the 
Will of, Chriſt, I ſee no Reſtraint v en. them 
from the Word of God. 

But if by the Church N 1 
meant,. that thoſe who ſtand. related to it are 
under no Obligation to Duty in it, nothing can 
be more' manifeſtly perverſe and abſurd. The 
Duties, for the Obſervance of which I. am plead- 
ing, are enjoined of Chriſt. It is expreſsly 
commanded, that Believers in Fellowſhip ſhould 
not forſake the Aſſembling of themſelves toge- 
ther; and tis evident, that a Neglect 'of this 
Duty is deſtructive of the End, and ſtrikes at the 
Effence of a Church. To complain, therefore, 


and argue againſt any Obligation to this Duty, 
what is it but to groan under the Yoke of 


Chriſt as grievous, and reject his Appointments? 
And what Teſtimony is this of Chriſtian Wiſ- 
dom and Obedience? Shall Perſons, who. ſtand 
in the Relation of Church-Members, complain, 
that they are not connived at and indulged ig 
neglecting the Duties of that Relation, and 
cheriſhed in a Practice that directly tends to the 
| Nun of che Churches they belong to? What 
Ground 
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Ground can they alledge for this? Or what of 
the Love of Chriſt can they ſhew in it? It muſt 
be ſtrange Deluſion that ſhall make a Man 
fancy, he enjoys no Chriſtian Liberty, if he be 
not allowed to neglect, as he pleaſes, and ſet 
his own Rate on the Duties and Privileges of the 
Houſe of God. | 

But there are others of theſe irregular Pro- 
feſſors, of another Stamp, who endeavour to 
juſtify themſelves in the Conduct I am blaming, 
by alledging, that, notwithſtanding they wan- 
der from the Churches they immediately belong 
to; they ſtill, where they go, ſit down with 
the Children of God, and under a ſound Goſpel- 
Miniſtry z and that this Conduct teſtifies their 
Love to all Saints. This, they ſay, is walking 
in a catholic Spirit, and with the Mark of uni- 
verſal Charity. And this, they apprehend, 
ſufficiently covers them from Blame. 

It 'may not 'be amiſs to obſerve here, that it 
is one continual Labour of the Enemy of Man- 
kind againſt Chriſt -and his Goſpel, to diffolve 
the Union by which, in particular Churches, 
Chriſtians are joined in a ſpecial and immediate 
Relation to each other. And this he does, | 
among other Things, by inſinuating, that a 
zealous and firm Attachment to the Duties of 
that ſpecial Relation ſavours of Bigotry and a 
Party-Spirit. The Serpent knows, that an In. 
differency in this Matter, as it brings on a Ne- 

E gle&t 
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Wee 18 the ready Way to bring a 3 
Church to Ruin. | 
But; to anſwer this Allegation more direQtly, 
Aber a particular Church · State, and that ſpe- 
cial Relation in it which Believers ſtand in to 
each other, is of divine Appointment, or it is 
not. If it be not, why do theſe Perſons, by a 
ſolemn Act of Union and Fellowſhip with it, 
ſupport and countenance, in the Church of 
God, a Form of human Invention ? But if this 
Conſtitution be of the Lord, will they anſwer 
for neglecting the Duties they owe to it? 
But, on the other Hand, is the cloſe' At- 
tachment of a Chriſtian to all his Duty, in the 
Church he immediately belongs to, inconſiſtent 


with a catholic Spirit? They who'think fo muſt 
know very little of what: concerns the Kingdam 


of Chriſt. Every particular Church is à con- 
ſtituent Part of the Catholic Church. The 
Strength, Fruitfulneſs and Glory of the latter 
will always advance or decline in Proportion to 
the Number and Condition of the ſormer. And 
hence it may eaſily be ſeen, that they who, 
by Diſorder and Negligence, bring Injury and 
Decay on the Chriſtian Community they imme- 
diately; belong to, do, by this Means, enda- 
mage and endanger the whole Body. And 
thus the Perſons, I am now particularly anſwer- 
ing, do, under the ſpecious Colour of a catho- 
lic Spirit, injure, and indeed betray the Catho- 
S 3 lic 
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Catholic Church. For if their Example ſhould 
be univerſally followed, univerſal Confuſion 
would follow hkewiſe, and Chriſt would have 
no Appearance of a Church on Earth. But 
Satan, we know, with all kis Stratagems, ſhall 
never be able to bring things to that Paſs. The 
Church is- ſecurely eſtabliſhed againſt all the 
Power and Policy of that Adverſary. The 
Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt ber. 
But, after all the Talk of univerſal Charity a- 
mong ſuch People, Experience ſhews, (what it ĩs 
ſo reaſonable and natural to expect) that they 
who are the moſt reſolved and aſſiduous to fill 
up their Places in the Churches to which they 
are particularly related, beſt witneſs their Con- 
cern for, and beſt promote the Honour and 
Intereſt of the Catholic Body. And can it be 
ſuppoſed, that he, in whom are all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom, hath ſo conſtituted his 
Church, and ſettled all that concerns it, as that 
the Neglect of Duty in a particular Part of it, 
ſhall become a neceſſary Teſtimony of a Chriſ- 
tian's Love and Zeal for the whole? Nothing 
is more contrary to Reaſon and .the Word and 
Honour of the Redeemer. 

But, among theſe unhappy, . Pro- 
feſſors, there are ſome who endeavour to juſ- 
tify their Conduct by Something more ſpecious 
ſtill. Theſe alledge, that they greatly edify. 
and enjoy more ſpiritual Comfort and ſenſible 

E 2 Commu— 
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Communion with God, when they go elſe- 
where, than when they join the Aſſemblies they 
belong to. This Account of things they look 
upon as ſetting them out of the Reach of Cen- 
ſure; for who, ſay they, can contradict their 
Experience, or oppoſe the Liberty of Seeking 
after the Enjoyment of God ? And, accordingly, 
none are. more confident in their Negligence 
than they. | 

Againſt this plauſible, and, as ſome think, 
unanſwerable Allegation, I offer the a 
things. 

Firſt, this is making the ſpecial Favours of 
Chriſt the Reward of Diſobedience to his Laws. 
If the Conſtitution and Order of a Goſpel- 
Church be ſuch as I have repreſented it, and 
as theſe Perſons in the Act of their Profeſſion 
have allowed, then their Conduct amounts to 
this, that becauſe Chriſt manifeſts his Love to 
rhem, therefore they negle& their Duty and 
break his Commandments. And what can be 
more diſingenous ? Can any Reaſoning have a 
worſe Countenance? To argue from the Grace 
of God for Rebellion againſt him hath always 
been juſtly accounted the moſt hateful Ingra- 
titude. How far it may have pleaſed the 
Lord to withdraw himſelf from theſe Perſons, 
and give them up to Deluſion, for their wilful 
Neglect of Duty, I know not: But under 

Delufion 
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Deluſion; I think, they manifeſtly are; and 
that this is the Fruit of their Folly. 

In the ſecond Place, this is making, under a 
Profeſſion, our own private Advantage the ſole 
or governing View of our Conduct; which is 
contrary to the noble and generous Principles of 
true Chriſtianity. If ſelf were the only or prin- 
cipal Conſideration on which Believers might 
enter into this ſpiritual Relation, there might 
be Force in what they urge. But it appears to 
me, that Saints do not join in Fellowſhip with 
each other, or ought not to do it, merely with 
a View to their own perſonal Edification, but 
likewiſe to magnify the Kingly Office of Chriſt, 
(yielding all Obedience to him by putting them- 
ſelves under all his Ordinances) and to be in- 
ſtrumental to the Maintenance of a Church- 
State, and to the Joy and Salvation of others. 
Theſe are ſome of the noble Deſigns of Church- 
Fellowſhip; and whatever oppoſeth them is 
contrary to the Genius of Chriſtianity. It is 
not, therefore, ſufficient, that we are pleaſed, 
and think we are profited too, under this or 
that Miniſtry, ſince this can never make void 
our Obligations to labour for the great Ends I 
have mentioned, and which can only be ob- 
tained by our keeping to the Churches we re- 
ſpectively belong to. The dutiful Children of 
God are of a more royal Spirit, ſeeking not their 
own, but the things of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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In the third Place, to neglect, on this 
Ground, the Miniſtration of the Word in the 
Churches we immediately belong to, is a ma- 
nifeſt Dependance on Inſtruments. If the 
Miniſter of a Church be not groſsly ignorant, 
and there be in it any tolerable Means of Edi- 
fication, what is the Neglect of the Word, in 
the Order of the Goſpel, to run after other 
Teachers, leſs than truſting to an Arm of 
Fleſh, and in Effect denying, that Chrift can 
or will make his own Inſtitutions profitable to 
them. *Tis not to follow Chriſt; but the 
Creature, and to forget or diſown the Grace, 
Power and Faithfulneſs of the Lord. 
But farther, to give my Anſwer to this Al- 


legation another Turn, there is great and juſt 
Ground to queſtion the Truth of what theſe 


Perſons alledge touching their greater Edifica- 
tion and Enjoyment of God, when they repair 
elſewhere than to the Churches to which they 
belong. For this Allegation ſets forth Chriſt 
as counter- acting his own Appointments, and 
bleſſing his People when they defert them. It 
repreſents the Lord as pleaſed with Diſorder, 
and ſmiling on his People 1n and for Irregula- 
ties, that are injurious to themſelves, and ruinous 
of his Church in the World. But as this can never 
be true, ſo what theſe Perſons alledge for them- 
ſelves ſhould never be admitted to be ſo. F ue 


fay, that we have * with him and walk in 
Dark- 
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Darkneſs, we he, and do * 1 e 
. 6. 
Alas, n bande are | fabjec to ee! 
Vapours ; and Satan, todeceive us, often trarif- 
forms himſelf into an Angel of Light. Whence 
| it ſometimes happens, that what we take for a 
divine Impreſſion is nothing but a Satanical De- 
luſion. If any ſhould ak, how, _ ſhall 
ſwer, by comparing them with che” writhen : 
Word. If what is taken for a divine Mani- 
feſtation or Impreſſion correſpond not with 
2 Word, and promote not a humble, holy 
and ſpiritual Frame; if it diſpoſe you not to 
univerſal Obedience to the Laws of Chriſt, you 
may be. very certain, it comes from no other 
than the Enemy of Mankind. If we are not 
careful to bring our Experience, as well as our 
Faith, to the Touch-Stone of Revelation, Sa- 


tan and our own treacherous Hearts will e 
deceive us 


According to the 3 Net of — 
ence, the Lord hath rarely manifeſted his Love 
to his Children otherwiſe than as he hath found 
them in the Way of their Duty; and when he 
hath vouchſafed to do otherwiſe, it hath been 
to reclaim. them. All this is confonant with 
ſtrict Reaſon. and the Nature of things; but 

the Allegation of theſe Perſons is contrary to 


both. at. is faying in Effect, chat che Fa- 
| vours 


32 A humble Addreſs s 

yours: of Chriſt are beſtowed in a Way ſub- 
verſive of his own Inſtitutions. But he is the 
God of Order, and will not deny himſelf; and, 
according to what I have juſt now ſaid from 
Reported Experience, it can only be ts 
the End he. may reclaim his Children and re- 
ſtore them to Order, when, finding them care- 
leſs and in the Way of Diſorder, he takes that 
Opportunity to manifeſt his Love to them. 
And, on ſuch an undeſerved Diſcovery, the 
Heart of a Belieyer is always deeply ſmitten with 
a Senſe of his own Ingratitude, and filled with 
Admiration at the Goodneſs and. Condeſcen- 
ſion of his gracious -Redeemer. He takes up, 
in the Strength of divine Grace, Reſolutions 
to be found, for the Time to come, in all 
the Ways of Obedience to the Lord, who 
hath . ſhewn him ſuch Compaſſion and Love, 
and crowns theſe Reſolutions with real Amend- 
ment. All this is a Meaſure and an Effect 
worthy of the Perfections of Chriſt ; a Mea- 
ſure and an Effect which have the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt manifeſt Tendency to the Increaſe 
and Propagation of Faith, the Eſtabliſhment 
and Security of Goſpel-Order, and the Edi- 
fication of the Church. The Saints are never 
ſo humble, never ſo touched with a Senſe of 
Shame, and never in ſuch Confuſion, for their 
Neglects and Omiſſions, as when under the 
Impreſſions of divine Love. And no Wonder ; 
for 
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for if Communion with God will not make a 
Man humble, "obedient and fruitful, nothing 
will. But they who argue againſt Duty from 
the Manifeſtation of Chriſt's Love to them in 
the Neglect of it, are Strangers to all this, and 
manifeſtly under Deluſion, _ 

1 have now replied to the principal things, 
urged” among Profeſſors in Favour of a Prac- 
tice that is ſubverſive of the End of Church- 
' Fellowſhip, and threatens the Diſſolution of 


- every Church it prevails in. How I have ſuc- 
; ceeded, the Reader will judge. 


But there is another Cauſe of Separation and 
Diſorder in the Churches,” which, tho* not 
found among the general Pleas of irregular 
Profeſſors, I muſt by all Means a little conſider: 
And that is, the hearing of new or celebra- 
ted Teachers. By this Motive many are led to 
break Order, who, in other Ref; pects, labour 
to walk without Blame. And, doubtleſs, in 
their firſt! Sallies, they are apt to look on it not 
only as innocent but laudable, as it ſtands on the 
Ground of a very natural Curioſity, (often not 
eaſy to be reſiſted) promiſes ſomething on the 


Side of Knowledge and Edifcation, and. V 
| preſents itſelf now "and . 


What I have already ſaid by, Way.of Reply 


to the Pleas of irregular Profeſſors, will, with. 
out Doubt, be admitted by theſe Perſons to be 
of ' good Uſe towards informing the Judgment 


F and 


24 A bumble 0 5 


and achuſting the Conduct of a Chriſtian i in he | 


Matter in Queſtion. What I ſhall add for 
their farther Information ſhall be gathered from 
the Experience of old Chriſtians, who have, 
in their Minority in the Chriſtian Life, been led 
by the like Motive, and made the like Sallies 
And theſe have found themſelves at Length in 
the Way of Diſorder, and in the Snares of De- 
ceit and Vanity. They have found, that Names 
and Talents, and every Gift and Advantage, are 
Nothing in themſelves, and worſe than Nothing 
when a Chriſtian becomes irregular in order to 
enjoy them. They have found one Irregula. 
rity tempting to another, and leading the Way 
to all Diſorders. They have found themſelves 
going backward and not forward in the divine 
Life. They have found the Spirit grieved, their 
Hearts reproaching them, and conſequently 
- their Peace, Hope and Joy abated. They 
have, therefore, returned 0 the good old Way, 
and confined themſelves to their Places, and are 
not induced by any ordinary Motive to quit them 


n. | 
For a Cloſe: If no civil Society can flouriſh or 
continue, when its conſtituent Members fall into 
a general Neglect of their Relative Duties; neither 
can a Church of Chriſt. Tis morally impoſſible. 
Every thing, therefore, how ſpecious ſo ever 
: it may be, that cools and ſlackens the Zeal 
and Diligence of Profeſſors, in the Matter of 
| Attend- 
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Attending in the Aſſemblies of their reſpec- 
tive Churches, ſhould be guarded againſt as 
an Evil bringing all other Evils after it, that 
are deſtructive of the Order, the Privileges, 
and the Being of a Church-Community. 

Let the Importance of the Subject and 
the Increaſe among us of the Evil I complain 
of, plead for the Freedom and Plainneſs I have 
uſed on this Occaſion, I look upon this Evil 
as the Bane of our Comfort and Honour, and 
the Cauſe of that Diſorder and Confuſion into 
which, in the Churches, we are generally fal- 
len. No Wonder, that Chriſt hath withdrawn 
his Preſence, and that there are upon us ſo 
many Marks of his Diſpleaſure, when his Or- 
dinances are ſo much deſpiſed, and the Confti- 
tution and Order of his Houſe ſo little regarded, 
So true it is at this Day, that Chriſt's Enemies 
are thoſe of his own Houſhold. 

I beſeech, therefore, thoſe who are tem pted 
to fall into, or continue, the Practice of for- 
faking the Aſſemblies they belong to, to con- 
ſider the Inconſiſtency and Danger of ſtanding 
in the Relation of a Church-Member, and li- 
ving at the ſame Time in a conftant and al- 
lowed Neglect of the Duties of it; Duties ſo 
neceſſary to the Edification, Safety and Pro. 
ſperity of a Chriſtian-Community. How irra- 
tional and deſtructive would any like Conduct 
be found to be in your Families, and in any other 
F a Societies 
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Societies into which you are incorporated for 
Ends of the preſent Life! And ſhall Men be- 
have themſelves orderly and with Underſtanding 
any where but in the Church of Chriſt God 
forbid. 

/ Conſider the primitive Chriſtians. They 
continued ſtedfaſtly in F ellowſhip, Breaking of 
Bread and ſocial Prayers: By which Means the 
Church was upheld, and they themſelves were 
preſerved from Apoſtacy, in the midſt of the” 
Rage of cruel and bloody Proſecutors. Then 
their Miniſters rejoiced over them; and Mi- 
niſters and People were mutual Inſtruments for 
the Increaſe of each other's Faith and Conſola- 
tion. Let me entreat you, therefore, in the 
Words of the Apoſtle: Phil. 1. r, 2 | If there 
be therefore any Conſolation in Cri: if any 
Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, 
if any Bowels and Mercies, be ye like minded, 

aving the ſame Love, Being of one Accord, of 
ine Mind, and conform yourſelves in all Things, 
to the Faith and Order of the Goſpel. This 
| would be laying a ſure Ground to expect the 
Bleſſing of the great Shepherd among us, and 
make our Churches again looł forth as the Morn- 
ing, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, and 
terrible as an Arm with Banners. oy: 6. 
IO. 
2 Ber now to add only two Things. One 
is, chat no private View hath induced me to 


offer 
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offer this Word of Advice; nor have I intended 
any Reflection on particular Perſons or Com- 
munities: The Practice I lament is too general 
to countenance any Charge of that Nature. 
The other is, my Subject is ſo very copious, 
that tho*, in the Length of this Piece, I have 
exceeded my Intention, I am ſenſible it comes 
very ſhort of what might be ſaid upon it. And 
I mould be glad, therefore, to find this 1 imper- 
fect Thing prove a Means to excite ſome proper 
Perſon to handle ſo important a Subject, and 
fo neceſſary at this Day, more pertinently and 
largely. In the mean Time, as I have thought 
it my Duty humbly to offer this Remonſtrance 
upon it, and what I offer is the Fruit of Love, 


it will, I hope, be accepted in Love by all who 
love the Kingdom of God. 


It is the Comfort of the Faithjut to 3 
that whatever threatening Sy mptoms may at any 
Time be found in the Churches, as the Effects 
of the growing Evil I complain of, nevertheleſs, 
the Foundation of God ftandeth ſure , the Lord 
knoweth them that are his, Let all who name 
the Name of Chriſt depart from Iniquity; eſ- 
pecially from this heinous and fatal one of for- 
 ſaking the Aſſembling of themſelves together, Let 
them kindly, on this Occaſion, receive from 
my Hands the Judgment and Advice of a ce- 
lebrated Engliſh Divine of the laſt Age“, which 
he hath left in ſuch Words as theſe. ** The 

« Sins 
Dr. Prefon. 
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Sins of God's Children, their Coldneſs, their, 
66 forſaking their firſt Love, and their Con- 


<6 forming to evil Times, help to bring Judg- 
« ments on the Land, it may be, more than 
<« thoſe of groſs Sinners. And they ſhould eſ. 


« pecially ſtir up themſelves to prevent the 
<« Miſchief, contending with God in Prayer, 


with the Adverſary by Reſiſtance, and with 
2 cold and lukewarm Men by provoking one 
9 another to Love and good Works,”* And 
to this End, that the holy Spirit may be poured 


out. on all the Churches and Miniſters of Chriſt, is 
the ſincere and fervent Prayer of 


Your affeftionate Brotber 


| in the Order of the Goſpel. 
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